
Summary of Top Demand Occupations 2006 – 2016 
 
 
 

Included in this report are the highlights of the 2006 –2016 occupational projections for 
Louisiana. This represents occupations estimated to have the most demand based on new 
growth and replacement needs. Included in the projections reports is the annual demand from 
new job growth; the annual replacement demand; the total annual demand (new and 
replacement); annual percent growth in new demand; 2008 average wages by occupation; 
minimum educational or job requirements; and industry certification or license required. 
 
There are more than four hundred top demand occupations in Louisiana according to the 2006 
– 2016 occupational forecast. Of those four hundred occupations: 
 

 Almost 80% require additional education beyond high school. 
 

 Over half of these occupations offer average hourly wages of $15.00 or more. 
 

 Thirty-eight percent of the occupations have average hourly compensation that 
exceeds $20.00. 

 
 The ten jobs that do not require a university degree and have the highest wages 

are: 
1. Industrial Production Manages $36.09 
2. Sales Reps., Wholesale & Manufacturing $32.93 
3. Captains, Mates, and Pilots of Water Vessels $32.39 
4. Transportation, Storage, & Distribution Managers $30.00 
5. Railroad Conductors and Yardmasters $28.98 
6. Chemical Plant and System Operators $28.35 
7. Ship Engineers $28.31 
8. Dental Hygienists $ 28.30 
9. Transportation Inspectors $27.86 
10. Claims Adjusters, Examiners, & Investigators $27.49 

 
 Architectural/construction is the largest demand sector with fifty-four top demand 

occupations. Of those jobs: 
 All of them pay over $10.00 an hour with over half of them paying 

above $18.00 and hour. 
 Few require associate or university degrees 
 Engineers and architects require university degrees and pay 

between $29.00 and $45.00 an hour. 
 Thirty of these jobs require moderate to long-term on-the-job 

training with 66% of them paying over $15.00 an hour. 
 Positions that do not require a university degree but pay from 

$20.00 to $30.00 an hour include architecture, civil, electrical and 
mechanical drafters and technicians, and construction managers. 



 There are 39 top demand occupations in the health science fields making it the 
second largest demand sector. These were some findings: 

 One third of these jobs do not require a four year degree or higher 
 This is a field that offers many highly paid positions with over half 

of these jobs paying over $20.00 per hour. 
 Half of these occupations require a license. 
 Some of the highest paid top demand occupations in this field 

include pharmacist, physical and occupational therapist 
veterinarians, general practitioner, dentist, anesthesiologist, all 
requiring bachelor’s degrees or higher. 

 Many of the occupations in this field do not require a four-year 
degree and still pay between $20.00 and almost $30.00 an hour. 
These include registered nurses, dental hygienist, respiratory 
therapists, medical sonographers and radiology technicians. 

 
 The third largest demand sector is hospitality and tourism. These jobs require less 

training than any other field and they also average some of the lowest hourly 
wages, however, they provide an introduction to the workforce for many young 
people. These jobs tend to teach the importance of teamwork, following directions, 
and dependability, all important points that hold true throughout one’s work life. 

 Twenty-four percent of these occupations require just short-term 
on-the-job training. 

 Almost thirty percent of these jobs pay less than $10.00 an hour. 
 Only management or supervisory positions offer salaries near 

$20.00 an hour while requiring work experience. 
 Chefs and head cooks are the highest paying professions and 

require work experience. 


